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*k*

Mastpuniiika CTpaHHBbIN, YJIMYHBIV Kypbe3,
[IpyMep IbITIINBO, BOYMUYMBO HATYPHI,
OCBOMJI POJIb ¥ HE3aMEeTHO BPOC

B OPHaMEeHT r'OPOJCKOM apXUTEKTYPLI.

OH B proK3ake MapTUHU Mpubeper,
OYTBIIKY KOJIbI ¥ TPaBbl HEMHOTO,

" B MapKe pSIZIOM C paTyliei MpuJer,
COBIIAB ¢ PUTYPOIi rpeueckoro 6ora.

OH, npuaaBas MOJAHI0O MOBETOH,
B3IVISTHYJI C HaJIeKI0 Ha JE€BUYbU TTOITHI,
HO TIPUOTKPBUI €71Ba IIOYaThIi TOM,
BHMKasI He CIielia B «3aKaT EBpOIIbI».

Hy, 4To 3K, 3aKaT, CKa3ajl OH, TaK 3aKar,
BO3bMEM CONSeNsus omnium Ha Bepy,
a BIajeKe CTymaanch 06/aka,

U caMoJjieT 6ypaBuMI aTMocdepy,

HO OH He JIJIs1 TOTO CBO¥ JeHb YKpall,
yTO6 pasrajgaTh GUHTHI aBUATMHMUIA,
KOCSIK TYPUCTOB, IIOIIA b M 9KPaH

C aHOHCOM cepuasia «Il1ay 60rnHM».

Her, OH I1pe3pest Torma pydyby BCex cjie3
U CKYUHBbIIi TOPOI, — GBITOINACH IIOPSIAKA,
U Jaske JIETITY MbICJIEHHYIO BHEC

B SKMBYIO JIEHTY PaHHEro yIajKa...



OH 3aBeneT cobaKy 1 feTeit

U, CAEJIaBIINCh YCIIELIIHBIM agBOKATOM,
He OIT03HAeT COGCTBEHHYIO TE€Hb,
TYPUCTOB ITPE3UPABINYIO KOTIA-TO,

3aKayKkeT Mas3y JJIs CIIMHbI OOJIbHOIA,
3aBapuUT Kode 1 JOMYIUT TPUCTA,

U 3aCTOJIOMUT HEKIAHHBIN BHIXOLHOIA,
136paB B map/iaMeHT JIeBOro LIeHTPICTA.

U pa3 B msiTh 7ieT, 06eCKypaskuB MUp,
HAaIIyTaB 6pelrb MeX CIyk00¥i 1 GyT6omoMm,
CeMbeii U IcapHeii... OH 3aKaTUT 1P
IOCTOMHBIN KUCTY Mo3aHero Theroro.

OH 6yzeT BSUIO U3MEHSITh KeHe,
yTOO MAHTEOH CYKMBBIX 038JaUNTh,
1 BbI3BATh 3aBUCTH OEJTYIO0, KaK CHET,
y ApyTra 1o JeTcamy, He MHayve,

HY a KeHe pacCKakeT Mpo Tajiry,

IOCeTyeT Ha MUP, UTO CTaJl IIPECTYITHE,

M OTUMTAET ChIHA 3a ITPOTY/I

U BEHTIU/Ib, C MSICOM BbIPBaHHbIN, Ha KyXHE.

U BOmy B CTYIIE TIEPECTAB TOJIOYb,
OTKpOEeT MaraHy cekpeT B Kapbepe,

Y CBOJi PeIerT TOro, Kak IIPeB03MOYb
TTOPOYHbII TPEH| KPYILIEHMS UMIIEPUA,



U TIeC ero pacTporaer [0 c1es,

¥ OH TIPUBAPUT BEHTU/Ib AaBTOT€HOM.

U crapimit OTIIPBICK, CTOPOIeHHBIN Kypbes,
npubnusut rubens Puma (Kapdarena)...



*x*k

Ha mogxome K rpocmekTy rmober 6ecrpu30pHOii TPaBbl,
OJlMYaJIbIl HAaCTeOHMUK OGHAKIbl CMETEHHOTO ITapKa...
31ech BeCHO OXXMBaIM Paccasbl LBETOB, HO YBBI,
HEYTOIHYIO (UIOPY COUWIM HEOTIPaBIAHHO SIPKOIA.

U cirygatiHbiii mober He 3a6b1T BCe, YTO ObIIO TTOTOM,
KaK Mei3akHbIi 06beKT yMepIIBWIM paboune B Kackax,
3aBaJIVIIM TIECKOM. .. 3a/IaBMJIY TPYHTOBBIM KaTKOM,

KaK 3aueM-TO MPUCTAI MaTPyIbHBIX B cKadaHapax 1 Mackax...

«KOCMOHABTHI, LOKHO ObITh», — PEINI YAMUBIEHHbI POCTOK
U e[iBa He MOTMO IOJ yIapOM MOHTAasKHO JIOTaThI,

OH KauHYyJIcg BceM cTebem Ha CeBep, HO Buell BocTok

1 Ka3HeHHOe COJIHIIe B 6arpoBOii KpOBHIIe 3aKaTa.

Mesxay TeM Y orpajibl (OTHIONb He JJIs TPa3gHUYHbBIX Ie/ICTB)
cobupasnachk TONMA, U, Ka3aJ10Ch, HAPOJ, He PacCeelllb,

HO MpUIIeNbLbI B ckadaHapax paHAOMHO BsI3aiu Tofeit

¥ TOMMBIIMX 3@ MAPK, U JIIOOWUTeJIel TIMBA Y 3PEJTAIII.

VX Torma pasBesiy 10 YYeOHUKY... 10 OTHOMY,

B OTIAJI€HHBIX MECTaX JOKMMAa 0C000 YIIOPHBIX,

Y HelaBHMeE IeTy 060U MPOIIN U TIOPbMY,

Iabbl He ObLI [IOBTOPHO IIPOBAJIeH 9K3aMeH Ha TBEPIOCTb.

3IpaBCTBYIA, FOHBIN ITOOET, THI KaK MPEKAE 3aAMPUCT, YIIPYT,
He 3a0bIB 00 OIIMOKAX U IUIUTBI OPYCUaTKM Pa3saBMUHYB,

ThI HAITOMHMUIIIb CETOMIHS O «3aBTpPa», 3ary0JIeHHOM BIIPYT,

" O TOM, UTO HeJIb3s1 3a6epeMeHeTh HaIloJIOBUHY.
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Yro ocrasiock oT mapka? TOIOHMM ObIIOI U CUPEeHb

3@ OTPBI3KOM OTPafibl... U KaJPbl U3 XPOHUK OTCHSITHIX,

rie IO/, JISI3T aBTO3aKOB U BOJ MOMUIIENCKUX CUPEH
MaUIbIIITHE OOBSICHUIIN, KAK CKBEPHO ITPOC/IBITH JEMOKPATOM.

JlereHmapHbIii TIOOET, CJIOBHO OT3BYK MTOPYTaHHBIX JHEA,

KaK OTTMCHYTBIN CJIOTAH Ha MPOYHOM ITUIOIIATHOM KapToHe,
OyiicTBa I[BeTa B HEM HET, €CThb TEII0 He UCTIEBIINX KOPHEIA
YTO TPAHCIAMPYET CBET Ha KOPSIBOM ITPOTECTHOM YKaproHe,

)

YTO ITOMOKET MTOGYKBEHHO BCIIOMHUTD CITOHTAHHbIN ITPOEKT,
T/ie OTOeIbHbBIX JOCTOMHCTB OGHAKIbl HAMETMIACh CIIaliKa,
yT06 cOeperive MaMsITh MPUILIM Ha OE3TUKUI TPOCIIEKT,
06HAPYKMB I[BETHI Y OTPa/ibl CMETEHHOTO MapKa...



KAKABA C HAEM

Bo ecem mHe xouemcs dotimu
do camoti cymu...
b. IlacTepHak

Hu B uem s He XOuy JOWTH 1O CaMOW CYTH,
UM pyOUTD CIIeva, 1a O Uy>KoJi cyaboe.
XoTuTe ImpaBbl, UTO X, TOTHA He 06eccyabTe
" BCe HAUMCTOTY... Ho mmpexxze o cebe.

MHe HU K YeMy BCSI CYTb, 51 He IIPO3PEeBLINIi IOHTa,
pelIMBUINIA CAATH B OCTPOT IJIaByuMit cBoi Comom,
yBbI, He lllepnok Xonmc, He mountartesns FOHra,
coBceM He okTop Dpelif 1 He CIienty B AYPAOM.

CMmeHMB pa3pe3s I71a3HoiA, 1 mocesoch B Kutae,
YTO MTPOMUCXOIUT TaM — He Oy[ieT BOTHOBATb,
JIeIOK M3 TOPbKUX MPAaB]] 3aCThIHET Ia PacTaer,
He TIOTPeBOKaT COH HeloOpbIe CJI0BA.

[MompyTy ¥ IPy3bsi HE MTPOTIOOT ITO-PYCCKA
COHET Ha 37100y IHS, a s He [IeJIaTh HOT

CMOTY OT ITeCeH UX, He MPATaTh B IKWHCHI PYKH,
BXMMasi KyJIaku. A, BipodeMm, ecTb Hpio-VopK.

Uro BBITBOPAIOT TYT, ME€HS He Oropydaer,

MHe, B O6IJ_I€M, HaIlJieBaTb Ha MECTHbIE IIMKe,

s 30eCh JIMIIb IraCTPOoJIED, 5 IIbI0 KaKaBy C YaeM,
MHe CKy4Y€eH uX XOKKei1 1 HquMVI STUKET.

12



Ko6bI1be MOJIOKO YCUITMBAKO BUCKH,

a rpsisHoe GeJibe C pasMaxy, Kak IpoBa,
reperpasJisiio B [1eUb, 3aCTPSIB Ha BpeMs B KBuHce,
e OT CEPMSDKHBIX MPaBJ, He IyXHET rojoBa...



* k)

B Hauase KM3HM AMCKOTEeKa,
TYIOUT OT CYACThs LETBOPA,
3aTeM IPUXOIUT UIIOTEKa,
cyeTa OIJIauMBaTh I10pa.
WHCTUMHKT IPOCTOTO YeraoBeKa
BepCTaeT CYIIHOCTEe CJI0BAPb:
cbepbaHK, TOCTMHUILIA, AIITEKA...
HaJ mepeHocuiieit GoHapb.

HexuTpbix fHE MHTPEONEHTHI,
ellBa CBeJeHHbIe KOHIIbI,
MMOIAYUKM, B3SITKU, QJIMMEHTHI,
3aHAYKM, TPSILKU, OTYPLBL.

M-bI Bce 0OYTHI M OZIETHI,

YTO He BaroH, TO pecTOopaH,

a B TeJIeBU30pe paKeThl

Y TOCY[apb BO BECh KPaH.

3a HUM peKIaMHble KapTUHKMA,
IJIaMyp OT TISITOK JIO TOJIOB,
OJIOHAVHKM, IbIKHbIE GOTUHKH,
TIOBTOPBI CIUIETEH U TOJIOB...
V3Kenb Tak O6ymeT ;0 MOTMIIBI,
MUKPOpaNoH, Tae Bce OKPecT
CTOKPAT MCXOKEHO, XBATUIIO O
3arasa X0oTb Ha repees],.

14



[Toxoxke HeT, Kya MHE, IJl€ K HaM?
[IpuceB Ha NbUILHBIN Taparier,

OH C IIMBOM MMIOPTHBIM HagexXay
IOMYYWJI, IEeCTYsI 3arper,

13 CIMCKa BbIHEC OCTOPOYKHO,
YCWIINIL TIpOUMie Taby,

3aMeHa MMIIOpPTa BO3MOKHA,

Yyero He CKasKelllb IIPO CYAbOy.

B Hauajie KM3HM CTaTh, Xapu3Ma,
B KOHIIE CBMHIIOBAs 3apsl.

Hapopn 60uTcs KaTakIM3MOB

¥ TOJIOCYET 3a 1aps.



* Xk

He sxoHOMB Ha BUCKM, CTApUHA,

BeJb Mbl C TOOOI, CUMTAl, MVIIMAPIEPHI.
U Bce ke 3TO He MOSI CTpaHa,

s TIOHSIJT 9TO C [IePBOTO 3aMepa.

Ham Heuero npogaTh 3[1€Ch U KYIIUTD,

1 HEKOTO cIlacaTh, 4 He C KeM IpaThbCs.
371eChb He COIIIOT B TAMTY 3a TYHESACTBO,
HO He C KeM IIUTb, ¥ He 3@ UYTO TOIMUTb.

MBI OXMYPSITU JJIMHHOHOTUX JTaM,
KOIZa B KapMaHe He ObIIO U LIeHTa,

1 6e3 60eB BXOOWIN B TOPOJA,
MIPOBO3IVIaIast HAllM U CEKTHI.
PynoHbI GuIbMOB, XPOHUK U PEMEIKOB
OTCHSIIM MbI BIIepe[l Ha JBECTH JIeT,

MBI B IOXOKOeHbsIX o60rHanm IlIBeiika,
a B Tpujiepax HaM BOBCe PaBHbIX HET.

U Bce ke 3TO He MOSI CTpaHa,

ee pasJiaJl MeHs He TIOKOPOOUT,

He 5KOHOMb Ha BUCKM, CTApMHa,

He 5KOHOMb Ha COOCTBEHHOM 3[I0POBbE.
[Ty TOKCUHBI BpeIOHOCHBIX UYBCTB

1 THEB, U IJIa4, U IUCKY YbMX-TO Kajo0,
TI0Ka 5 I7I00yC MeIJIEHHO Kpyuy,

He y3HaBast COOCTBEHHOII JePsKaBbl.

16



Ny cTpaHy, a HaX0Xy AbIPY,
OOJIBIITYIO paHy C KOHTYPOM O€3yTJIbIM,
He 5KOHOMb Ha BOJKe, MUJIbII LPYT,
YyTOOBI HE BUAETH KPACHOE Ha KPYTTIOM.
ITeit 3a MeHs1, s 6ucep He Meuy,
YBSI3HYB B TOTIKO XJIsIOM MHTEPHETA,
1, APYT MO, 3eMJII0 MeLJIEHHO KPyyy,
YYXKYI0, HeTIOOMMYIO TUTAHETY...



[T02KAP HA TTATPUAPLLINX

Iamamu A. EpemeHko

13 KBapTHpPbI BBITPEOIIN TIeTTe

Y CMEHUJIU [IBEPU, 3aMKH,

BPSIJ, 7TV 3HAsI, KTO 3/1€Ch TIOBECUT
CKOPOCTHbIE CBOV KOHBKI,

YTO >KUJIel] BeJIMKUIA U CTPaHHBI

3[,eChb BOTHAJI CBOJ €pIIEeHHbII BO3/b...
Cama, Carmia, CKa>ku, He paHO Jib

ThI YOABUJI Pa3TOH U 3JI0CTb?

B IeBSHOCTBIX KPBITh CTAJIO HEUEM,
BCe MPOILJIO — I'Y/IaT U LeTCa.

U 110aT cTasn ce6s KaleunThb
[IOTOMY, YTO He MOT ITMCaTh

Ha 3a60pe 3a MKCOM UTPeK

B CBSI3KE C «HIO», B JIIOOBIX ITaJeKax.
Benp EpeMa He KHVDKHBIN JIUPUK,

a 3Tarm, yepeza, Mesxa.

Ha mopore ero ¢ 6yThUTKOIA
Pa3HOMAaCTHBII YaCTUJI HAPOM,

Y TeTUIST OH 6e33y00Ji BUITKOIA
TOPBKMIA IOM U3 BUEPAITHMX MITIPOT.

Ho 3akycka He Jiessna B I7I0TKY,

Y OKYPOK IIINIIEN B 3y0ax.

OH HACTBIPHBIX TOCTEN 32 BOIKO
OTIIPABJISLI, YTOO YIITH BO IIpax...

18



HO Meniajia Tojna. OmHaxKabl
CMepPTh IIPUIIIa B OAMO3HOM CHe.
He oronp pa36yauin ero... sKaxkma

1 6paHIMeliCTepCKIii CTBOJ B OKHE,

HO IMUUT YKe CTaB YyTYHHbIM,
BBDKMBAJI B MH(MEPHO-KOTIAX.
Kaxk n3BecTHO, C/10Ba 1 CTPYHBI
He TOPAT Ha 3€MHbBIX KOCTPaX.

BcrmomymHalo, Kak Bedyep 3MMHUIA
HeBeCeJIbIli pa3MOKIINIA CHer

ChITIAJ KPOIIIEBOM B IPY, TYCTbIHHbIIA,
KaK B aKBapMUyM CBITUIIOT CHElb.

CHUpOTANBO OBITIO U CBIPO,

TO JIY TPUIII, TO I MOPOK. JKeCTb.
Ho packatucTslii 1y4 KBapTUPbI
Ha CeIbMOM €ro 3Taxe

TIOJIOCHYJI [10 OKPYTe MIJIUCTOA,

HaJi BODOHbMM ITPOTLIBIB THE3[IOM. ..
Sl He 3HAJI, YTO ULy TIPOCTUTHCS

" y3Ke He BEpHYCh B TOT JIOM.



* k%

Ha nHTEpHETE ITeCTyIOT COBETHI

OT TeX, KTO CMepTh IIpeIBU eI U CIlaceHbe,
a HaJl oTejleM MOPILATCS OT BeTpa
3HaMeHa CTpaH KapuocKkoro bacceirHa.

U rybepHaTOp BIAJIb IJISAUT YIIPSIMO,

¥ IPOJAeT CBOM B3IISI HA AMa30He,
KaJib, UYTO €MY ITPEISITCTBYET peKaama
IBIPSBBIX IKMHCOB 3PbI ME30304.

Bokpyr Hero oxpaHa 1 006CIyTa,

TaKyI0 KPeIloCTh He IIPOPBEIlb KOBUIOM,
38 HUM CJIEIUT 10 SIIMKY CYIIpyTa,
MIPOCTUB T€POHTY CTaphie OOUIbI.

W TONIBI KAYT KMHO, 8 MOYKET, IeHeT,

B CYpPOBBIX MacKax BOCKPEIIeHHbIX 30ppo,
Y KOHTMHEHTDI JKKOYT € IVMTHEHDb,
06BSTHIE BEIMUECTBEHHBIM B30pOM !

V1 o6Hapy>KaT HOBbIE 3a1aUuK

KeHThI enbTol M AspodiiorTa,

a B 3epKajie TpelelleT Heymada
peecTpoM COKpallleHUS IT0JIETOB.

OnHa HaIpacHo XpeT... B pasrape nera,
CIyXKa OPYyrMM HayKoil U IIpUMepoM,
SKeJIe3HBIN roJIoC YIIpa3 HUT OUIIETSI,
XOJIOIHBIN, Kak peructp Jlromudepa.

20



A neBbIN KpaliHMI 3aBTpa CTaHET IIPABbIM,
pa3MasaB (UIaHIM, OH, BIIEPeICMOTPSIIINIA,
3a0beT Ha LIMPK U JeTCKye 3a6aBbl

Y BBIOPOCUT C 6aIKOHA JOJIOOSIIK.
IMpuiia Iopa OCTaHOBUTD IBMKEHbE,
paccpemoTOUMB I'Py3 KapMaHHOI TSITH,

1, T103a0bIB HAJI0TOOOIOKEHbE,

CITYCTUTDb B KaHABbI IPA3IHUYHBIE CTIIM. ..

21






*k*

Online, advice is lovingly dispensed

By those who glimpsed both death and being spared,
While over hotels, wrinkled by the wind,

The banners of Caribbean nations glare.

The governor stares stubbornly ahead,

And sells that stare on Amazon for gold.

Too bad it’s blocked by ads that intervene

For Mesozoic jeans, holey and bold.

Around swarm the guards and hired hands,

A fortress no pandemic could undo.

His wife keeps watching via the TV screen,
Forgiving ancient grudges, long since through.
The crowds await a movie or some cash,

In fearsome masks of Zorros resurrected,

And continents crave union unabashed,

At last, by one majestic gaze protected.

New tasks will soon be found, as Delta’s clients
And Aeroflot’s compare fresh defeats,

As In the mirror dismal failure quivers,

A ledger is cutting back the flights and seats.
She waits in vain... Summer at its height,

A lesson offered, chilling, clean, and clear:

An iron voice abolishes all flights,

As cold as Lucifer’s own register.
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Tomorrow far-left will change to right.

The flanks are smeared, he gazes far ahead,

He’ll ditch the circus, children’s games, and

Will toss the boob-tube from the birds’ flight height.
The time has come to halt all forward drive,

To spread the weight of pocket-sized desire,
Forgotten taxes gone into oblivion,

The festive banners slid into the mire.

Translated
from “Ha unmepueme necmyiom cogemel...”

(page 20)
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* Kk

A strange street boy, a sidewalk oddity,

a specimen of a thoughtful, probing nature,
he learned his part and quietly took root
within the ornament of city architecture.

With a martini stashed in his backpack,
a bottle of cola, and a pinch of reefer
near the city hall he lay down flat,
aligned just so with a Greek god’s figure.

And giving noon a touch of modest sin,

he cast a hopeful glance at girls’ behinds,

but peered into a barely started tome

to let “The Decline of the West”* into his mind.

Well then, decline, he said, so be it —fine,

and took consensus omnium on trust,

while far-off clouds were darkening the skyline,
and a plane bored through the atmosphere’s crust.

But he had not cut school to see this scene,
to parse the airlines’ tricks and spheres,

a flock of tourists, plaza, TV screen
announcing the series “Goddess’ Tears.”

* “The Decline of the West” by Oswald Spengler.
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No, he had scorned all streams of tears back then,
and that dull town — a chronicle of order,

And cast his mind’s shard into the den

of a decline at its early border.

He’ll later get a dog, have kids to follow,
become a lawyer at a well-established firm,

and fail to recognize his own shadow

that once looked down on tourists with a smirk.

He’ll order ointments for his back that hurts,
brew coffee, throw back a whiskey sour,

and take an unexpected leave from work,
electing a left-centrist to high power.

Every five years, to overwhelm the world,

he’ll find a gap between his work and polo,
between his house and the canine horde,

and throw a feast — the scene from late Tiepolo.

And on occasion, he’ll betray his wife,

with lazy zeal to spin the rumor’s trend,

to forge a theme for words in bitter strife —
a cause for envy from a boyhood friend.

He’ll tell his wife about the virgin woods,
complain that the world has gotten uglier,
lecture his son for skipping a day of school
and for the kitchen valve he damaged earlier.
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And later, sick and tired of chewing gum,
he’ll teach the boy his useful wins and traps,
and a recipe for how to overcome

the vicious cycle of empires’ collapse.

The pup will bring a tear to his eye,

and he will weld the valve back on with a blowtorch.

while the elder son, a hunched-over guy,

will hasten the collapse of Rome (or Carthage).
Translated

from “Manvuuwixa cmpauHetii,
YAUUHbBLL Kypoes...” (page 81)
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* Kk

Condemned to eternal laughter,
Yet powerless to smile...
C. Baudelaire

No prophet, no keeper of chronicles,
ringed by no chain of hierarchies,

a multi-faceted X-ray of the planet Earth
he added to his everyday transcripts.

In the percussion of the megalopolises,
in the crowds — not in basilicas —

he sculpted, at risk of being understood,
an anthology of anti-lyrical.

Not a Plato of societal pendulums,
nor a Moliére of estates grown stale,
he reduced the marble for monuments
mass-produced and gilded for sale.

While reading the bluff of the swindlers’ crew,
and the babble of fenced-off coteries,

he doubted the aims of the devotees,

and the prophecies of the insensitive.

And robots’ unavoidable victory...

He could hand to a tramp or passerby
gilded coins instead of copper ones,
just as long as they didn’t lie to him.
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And while wandering round the phantom lands,
forest-tundra of cultural runts,

he asked just for the truth from his female friends,
no podcasts of loyalty stunts.

While spitting on castes and fraternities,
on scum in white and pink-clothed rogues,
he named his homeland the Earth’s refuse,
a place you can’t find a refuge from.

He did not overstate the creative heat,

but did not fool around with fire’s decree,

yet struck out from matchbook-sized volumes
sparks of violet sounding sharp and free,

and he saw how in the thawing snow patches
resurfaced the spit of plagiarists,

and how the aviators’ loops reflect

in the muddy puddles of the outskirts.

He sized up their moves and summersets,
trivializing all mortal boundaries,

while spinning inside the Devil’s wheel —
as a quiet pilot of thought alone.

But he would land in marshland terrain,
when he spotted the evil flowers,

just to raise a small toast to Charles*
and cut down the engine’s power.

Translated from “He npopok, He xpanumens iemonuceil...” (page 61)

* An allusion to Charles Baudelaire and “Flowers of Evil.”
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T0 CHELSEA—THE HOTEL AND THE MAN

“After a long renovation, the Chelsea reopened
but lost its former aura.”
—newspaper headline

“The Chelsea is the most absurd hotel in the world.”
— A. Voznesensky

The renovation isn’t moving through,
the locomotive stands on broken rails...
Chelsea, brother, I remember you

not in shackles, not to scaffolds nailed.

Did you say: “Let’s smoke a joint”? Cool.
“Let’s puff up,” you said, “before we go”?
No! Before the next life, fool.

Even children and old biddies know

that there is no death. The plank floor gleams
with a paint-dripped stars —am I insane —
Morrison just rolled onto the scene...

poets are not watched in this domain.

I’'m no idol but I was here too,

with my skinny and sharp-shouldered chick.
Here, Andrey Andreyevich once stood
treating us to a Voznesensky herbal kick.

Scaffold forest? Jungle is your fate

along with acid mushrooms’ rainbow highs,
you can tug dear Janis by her braid,

as if we’re back again in good old times.
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Back when Bobby Dylan bought his jeans
and a biker jacket on Delancey,

years before punk rock came into being,
and Sid Vicious killed himself and Nancy.

Sex Revolver followed to a land

where his bride still waits for him to meet,
staring at the bloody moon since then
he’s jerking off in their marital sheets.

And the blackened river seethes and roars,
toppling dams and breaking levees’ height.
Shall we do a hundred grams before

Dylan Thomas, timing death just right,

won’t open wide room number “two-oh-five”
to burn from whiskey after meeting Sartre?
Repair’s a waste —a century gone by,

but we’ll be back. Though not tomorrow, after...

Translated
from “Yencu — omento u uenosexy”

(page 79)



* Kk *k

He never was correct, nor pleased the teachers,
yet never damned the social order whole,

no rebel either, still his facial features

took punches every other week at school.

He broke the rules, and every other hour
marched out of step and never fixed his act,
and used to say: the world is in God’s power,
but hated power as a word in fact.

He didn’t scatter cures or recipes,

healing a building which is hopeless, frail,
by skin, or maybe by his ass, he sensed
the pious nonsense in a painted veil.

And simply, by the way, he didn’t hide,
proclaiming as a solemn moment went
the sea is blue, and snow, in fact, is white,
and how brown is fresh excrement,

that furnaces of hell are bright and tempting
and dirty laundry is a filthy bit,

he was polite, but not accommodating,
desired love but never searched for it.

And he was not extravagant, but gallant,
he rose and left without saying a word...
Was he a cultist... no, a mutant rather,

in short, plenty of assholes in this world.
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The portrait’s drawn and the verdict clear:
the flanks unchecked, disorders at the gate,
this type is dangerous, no question here,
to the eternal values of our state.
Translated

from “On He ymen Gbimb NPABUNLHBIM,
noxoxcum...” (page 83)
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