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[Ipeguciobue

ce Mpe/icTaB/JIeHHbIE B KHUT'e KOPOTKHME PacCKasbl ITOCBS-
IIeHbI cobaKaM, ¢ KOTOPBIMHU 51 MeJia BO3MOXKHOCTD ITO3Ha-

KOMUTBCS U OKa3aThCs TOOTU30CTH.

3a ABaAIIIaTh AT JIET )KU3HU B AMepUKe s yOeriach, Kak ux
3/leCh XOJIAT U JIENEIOT, TPeA0CTABIISA JIYIIIHE YCIOBUS KU3HU
B ZIOMax U OKpYy’kKasi OTPOMHBIM BHUMAaHHEM /Jla’Ke B TPUIOTAX.
K HMM OTHOCATCS KaK K OJTHOIIPABHBIM WieHAM CEMbU U OaTytOT
KaK cOOCTBEHHBIX ZieTeld. EIMHCTBEHHOE, B YEM 9aCTO YIEMIIIOT
UX TIpPaBa, — 3TO NMPUHYKAEHUE K XUPYPTUIECKOU olepanuu
B PaHHEM BO3pacTe, JIUIIas BO3MOKHOCTH 003aBOAIUTHCS IIOTOM-
CTBOM. Bo BCéM ocTaibHOM cobaKaM MOXKHO TOJIBKO II03aBU/I0-
BaTh: UX ChITAsA U IOBOJIbHAS KU3Hb POTEKAET IPO/IODKUTENBEHO
Y UHTEPECHO.

3a HEKOTOPBIMU U3 HUX MHE YAaI0Ch «ITOJCMOTPETh» U BJIO-
BOJIb TTIOBECEIUTHCS, OKA3aBIIKCh B cOOaYbell KOMIIaHUU. Y HUX,
KakK | y JIlo/iel, oBeleHre MOXKET OKa3aThCsl BeCbMa Helpe/-
CKa3yeMbIM U KOMUYHBIM. ..
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[naBA 1

Ibkonnu u Jleusu

€M cTapliie Mbl CTAaHOBUMCS, TEM OOJIbIIIE OTAASIOTCS AaKe

caMble sIpKHe COOBITHA feTCcTBa. FIMEHHO B IETCTBE BCE
KadkeTcsa OOJBIINM U BAXKHBIM, a TaK)Ke CaAMbIM HEOOBIYHBIM
Y HETIOBTOPUMBIM.

Harr oM 13 ceMu MOABE30B B caMoM ITeHTpe HoBocubup-
cKa OBbLT Hace/léH pa3HbIMH, B OCHOBHOM CeMEMHBIMU JIFOAbMMU,
MHOTHE 13 KOTOPBIX OBLIH IT0-CBOEMY U3BECTHHI I 3HAMEHUTHI.
Cpeny HUX JKWIX KOMITO3UTOPHI, KHHOAKTEPHI, IUPEKTOPA 3aBO-
[IOB, KUHOTEATPOB, HAYYHO-UCCIEA0BATENbCKUX HHCTUTYTOB
Y TOPO/ZICKOT'O aNTeKOyIIpaBIeHNs, TeaTpalbHbIe aPTUCTEI, TIH-

12



Ecnu 6bl 5 BbINNA COBAKOI

JIOTHI TACCAXKUPCKUX CAMOJIETOB, BpauU, reHepasIbl U IIpoYyre
JKWJTBIIBI CAMBIX BaXKHBIX U MTPECTIKHBIX Tpodeccuit. Jltoei
noripoine (yauTenel, HXeHePOB, 3aBOACKUX Pab0YMX U PAO-
BBIX COTPYZHUKOB Pa3HBIX BEZOMCTB) ObLIO MaJIo, IIO3TOMY BCE
BHUMaHMe ObUTO BOKPYT BO¥KHBIX M 3HATHBIX JKUJIBI[OB.

[TOCKOJIBKY IOM COCECTBOBAJ C KOHCEPBATOPUEH MMEHU
[TMHKWY, TZe A0IT0e BpeMs MperoAaBaia Mosi MaMa, TO, eCTe-
CTBEHHO, B HEM XKWIU HE TOJIbKO KOMITO3UTOPBI, HO TAKXKe MY3bI-
KaHTBHI ¥ TIPETIoZIaBaTe i My3bikH. Kak pa3 Hazi HaMu pacrosara-
Jlach KBapTupa 4eTsl [IekKkepoB: mpodeccopa KOHCEPBATOPUU
10 KJIacCy BUOJIOHYEIU U €TI0 COJTUAHOTO BHUA YKEHBI-JOMO-
X03sUKU. [1o BeuepaM /10 HaC CBEPXY AOHOCHIACh 3ayHbIBHAS
MOHOTOHHasI My3bIKa U3-T10/l MEZIJIEHHO CKOJIB3SIIETO IT0 CTPyHAM
cMbruka. ITpodpeccop ITekkep oTpabaThIBa CBOIO TEXHUKY UTPHI,
a MbI BBIHY)K/IEHBI OBUIH ITOJICTPAUBATHCS MO MEJTAaHXOIUYECKOE
HaCTPOEHUE ero 3Byvalllero Kak Mmuia UHCTPYMeHTa.

Ho Tak 6bU10 He Bcerzia. B BBIXOAHBIE IHU K MX TIOAbE3/Y MO/I-
TOHsUIN OOJBIIYIO CBepKaIoNIyIo MalluHy «[lobesia» — mmukap-
HBIH IO TEM BpeMeHaM aBTOMOOWIb, KOTOPBIi TTO3BOJUTE cebe
pHUOOPECTH MOTJIA JIUIITL FOpo/cKas anuta. Takux ManvH B Ho-
BOCHOUPCKe OBLIO BCETO ZIBE WK TPU. MBI, IeTH, JTIOOMIH e€ pac-
CMaTpUBaTh, 3arVIAAbIBas BHYTPB, 10 TeX II0P, II0KAa U3 MOAbe3/a
He BBIXOJWJIa BaKHAA laMa — MaziaM [lekkep — U He pacIo-
Jlarajach Ha 3aZlHEM CHZIEHbH, YCTJIAaHHOM JIEOTIapA0BOM ITKYPOH.
BMecTe ¢ X03AMHOM B MalIWHY 3alphirMBajia UX yIuTaHHAasA
MoOXHaTas cobauka-60/I0HKa 6eT0-KpeMOBOTO I[BETA U CPa3y XKe
3aHMMaJIa IacCaKUPCKoe MecTo. E€ Ha HaIMX I71a3ax Tpenaiu
T10 3arPUBKY U LIEJIOBAJIN B HOC U TOJIBKO TIOCJIE 3TOTO 3aBOJAVUIN
MOTOP ¥ ABUTAIUCH C MecTa. O6acKaHHYIO IIOCTOSHHBIM BHU-
MaHUeM cobauKy 3Basu J)KOHHU, HO MbI, ZIETHU, HAa3bIBAH €€
Ha cBO MaHep — JI?)KOHKOM.

OOBIYHO €€ BBITYJIMBAJ CaM XO35IMH, HO MHOT/ZA 3TO Jiea
€ro MOMOIIHUK U3 YMCJIa MOJIOZBIX CTYAEHTOB KOHCEPBATOPHH,
’KUBYIIUX B COCETHEM C HAIITUM JIOMOM OOIIEXUTHH. [IOMHIO,
KaK BCe MbI TIO-ZIETCKU 3aBU/0BaIX JPDKOHKE, KOTOPOT'O X035eBa
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Enena Xbtoc

6asoBasM pa3HbIMU JieTMKaTeCaMy, YTOBApHsA CECTh B MAIIIVHY.
Ero 3amaHuBasu apoMaTHOM Koybacoi, kpabamu U prIooi —
MIPOAYKTAaMH, O KOTOPBIX MHOTHE B TO BPEMS TOJbKO MEUTAJIH.
JPKOHKa BCIO 9Ty ey 6eCCTBIZIHO YMUHAJ Ha HAIIUX I71a3ax,
a MBI C UIHTEPeCOM 3a 3TUM HabIroaMu. B Halu e TCKye rofbl,
KOrZa Ziaske 3a XJ1e60M IIPUXOAUIOCH CTOSITh B ITTAHHBIX OYepe-
[S1X, @ HA Y)KUH TIOYTHU eXeJTHEBHO J0BOJIbCTBOBATHCS BAPEHOU
YT ’KapeHOU KapTOIIKOH, ToJ00HOe 3peJHile TPOCTO 3aBOPa-
xuBaso. Y npopeccopa ITexkepa B Hpio-Mopke sxu cTapumit
6par, B TOCTAX Y KOTOPOT'O OH OHAXK/[bI IIOOBIBAJ, U TIOCJIE 3TOTO
JEJTWICS TIOAPOOHOCTSIMU raCTPOHOMHUYECKOTO Pa3HO00Opa3us
B /IOME CBOEr0 aMepUKAHCKOTO POACTBEHHUKA. BUZMMO, TaKUM
00pa3oM OH OTIPaBALIBAJ YPEBOYTO/IME CBOEI COOAKH.

J’KOHKY MBI BCET/Ia APA3HUIIH, TOTOMY YTO OH OBbLT 3JI00HOM
cobaKoii 1 BCE BpeMs CKaJIWI 3yObl U 3aJIUBAJICA JIa€M, KOTZa
MBI K HEMY TIPUOIIKAINCE. V1 XOTS Ha BUZ TIEC ObLT OY€Hb IIPU-
BJIEKATETbHBIM U YXOKEHHBIM, BCE YOEIUINCh, YTO BHEITHOCTD
MOXKET OBITh OOMaHYUBOM.

B Harem JijoMme Xuia elé ofiHa cobaka, CKpeHHe 00JIacKaH-
Has HaIIUM eTCKUM BHUMaHHeM. X03IMHOM KpacHBOTo Jiora
JBIMYATOTO I[BeTa OBLI HE MeHee KPaCUBBIA MOJIOAON MYK-
yrHa — apTuct HoBocubupckoro THO3a Bagum HatimymuH.
M5l Bce ¢ BocxHIlleHHEM HabI04any, KOTAa OH IPOTYIUBAJICT
10 /IBOPY B CTOPOHY CKBepa CO CBOel Irpallio3HON MOJIOON
Jletizu. OTKPOBEHHO JTFOOYSACH 3TOM COOAKOU, MBI yZIOCTaUBAINCh
paspelnieHus e€ MOMIaAUTh U OBUTH OYeHb TOP/ABI M CYACTINBBI
JIOTPOHYTHCA 10 €€ 6HapXaTUCTOH IIeu U magKkux 60koB. OcTa-
BaJIOCh TOJIBKO I'aZlaTh: KaK B HEOOJBIION TOPOACKOM KBApTHPE
MOIJIM COCE/ICTBOBATD TaKOe KPYITHOE YKUBOTHOE, €€ XO3MH U /IBe
B3pOCJIbIE KEHIITUHBI, OTHOU U3 KOTOPHIX ObUTa MaTh Bagnma,
a Ipyroil — crapiias cecTpa-crioapzecca?

TosbKO OZIVH-eAMHCTBEHHBIN pa3 MbI HabmroAauu Jleisu B30y-
JIOpa’KeHHOU ¥ HEPBHO Jiatolieil. BBUIo 3TO B TEMHOE BpeMs CyTOK
PSZIOM CO CKBEPOM, Ky/a BEIXOAWIIO OFZHO U3 OKOH POAUTETHCKOU
KOMHATHI. Bosbias mionazs psAzoM co CKBepoM U BogHbIM
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Ecnu 6bl 5 BbINNA COBAKOI

nHctutyToM (HMIBToMm), o6paiéHHbM ¢pacasoM K UyTyHHOMY
MaMATHUKY JIeHWHA, BCETZa UCIIO0Ib30BasIach s BCIKOTO poja
TOPO/ICKUX TOP)KECTBEHHBIX MEPOIIPUATHHI, 0COOEHHO B KaHYH
WJIH BO BpeMs IVIaBHBIX COBETCKUX MPa3AHUKOB. B TOZ0OBIIMHY
OKTAOPbCKON PEBOIOIMU OOBIYHO YCTPAUBATMCh MHOTOJIIO/-
Hble MUTUHTH ¢ GaKeJbHBIM IIecTBUEM. JTHHHASA KOJIOHHA
Jozielt 6ecripephIBHBIM ITOTOKOM MEAJIEHHO TIPOXOMIA BIOJb
CKBepa C 3aKKEHHBIMH B TEMHOTE pakesaMu. MBI ¢ POAUTEIIMHU
3a4apOBaHHO HAOJIIOZIAIM 3a 9TUM U3 OKHa. A Jleii3au co CBOoUM
X03SIMHOM, BU/IUMO, TOJIBKO UTO YCIIEU MTepeceydb Iepes 3TOU
KOJIOHHOH ZIOpOT'y Ha3a/| IOMOM K Hamemy ABopy. Cobaka ouyeHb
pasHepBHUYAIACh, OKA3aBIIMCh BOIM3Y OTPOMHOM TOJIIIBI JIIOZEH
¢ mputaronuMu ¢pakenamu. [llecTBre MHOTOTBICSYHON KOJIOHHBI
HapacTayio ¥ COMIPOBOXKAATIOCh TPOMKHUM 3ayHBIBHBIM ITEHHEM
YIPIOMBIX Jitofiel. VIX TeCHY 3ByJasIy 3/10BelIe: « ...JI0JTo B IIenax
Hac JiepyKaJid, ZI0JIro Hac ToyIo/] TOMII. YEpHbIe IHM MUHOBAJIH,
Yyac UCKYIUIEHbs TIPOo6OMI». Kak TOJbKO KOJIOHHA CBEPHYJIA 32 YTOJ
HaIIIero J0Ma, MOIoIIKE rojioca OTAATINCh. Ho TyT e 3anuiach
B TPOMKOM TIPOJIOJDKUTETHbHOM Jiae J[eli3u, KOTOPOii, HaBEpPHOE,
He ITOHPaBWIOCH 3aTAHYyBIIeecs AeiicTBue. [llecTBre pozonKa-
Jock. Ha 3TOT pas3 BCE OTYETIMBEE CTaNU CABIIIHBL IPOTKHBIE
rosioca 3a3By4aslleii Io-uHOMY, 60osiee CKOpOHO, IECHU: «3aMy-
YeH TKENTON HEBOJIEH, THI CJIABHOIO CMEPTHIO TTOYMII. .. B 60ph6e
3a HaApOZHOE /IeJIO THI TOJIOBY YECTHO CJIOXKUI. ..».

Bcé 5TO MporCcXoAuIo B MOEM AaIEKOM JIETCTBE, KOor/ia coba-
KaM II0YeMY-TO MPUCBANBAIKMCh KINYKH B BU/IE MUJIBIX aHIJIO-
SI3BIYHBIX UMEH.



[nABA 2

Tuwka

OYTH BCIO CBOIO YKM3Hb, HAUMHAasI C TOAPOCTKOBOTO BO3pa-

cTa, s MeuTasa o cobake. Ho MOCKONbKY MBI C pOAUTENAMU
JKWIN B OOBIYHOM TOPOICKOU KBapTHpe, 06CyKAeHHe BOIlpoca
0 cobake IIPOCTO MUCKII0YaIoch. MOU camble IEPBBIE MOJIBOBI O €€
pruo6peTeHNY ObLTH BCTPEYEHBI KATETOPUYECKUM «HET». 11 3TO
MTOHATHO: 00a poAUTEss ObUTU 3aHATHI HA MTPENOaBATENbCKON
paboTe. B Halllei [ByXKOMHATHOUM KBapTHUPE C IPOCTOPHOM KyX-
Hel, VTMHHBIM KOPHUZOPOM U BMECTUTENTBHOM MPUXOXKEHN ITOCTO-
STHHO TOJIMIINCH rocTi. OHM OBUIM B OCHOBHOM U3 YHCJIA COCEZEH
Y HaITUX CO cTapiel cecTpoil Obroil mogpyr-oAHOKIACCHUII.
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Ecnu 6bl 5 BbINNA COBAKOI

BpeMms oT BpeMeHHU IpHe3Kaai MHOTOYMCIEHHbBIE POACTBEHHUKU
IO MTaMHOM JIMHUY, KOTOPhIE 3a/IepXKUBAJIUCh Ha TOJITHE MEeCs-
11bI. Mo¥i Mmarna MoCTOsTHHO MPOSBIISUT 3a00TY He TOJBKO O CBOUX
IIIECTH MJIAZININX OpaThaX U CECTPax, HO TAK)Ke U O CAyJalHBIX
3HAKOMBIX, KOTOPBIX IIPUBOAWII JOMOMU /I pa3bsACHUTETbHBIX
Geces v HAITyTCTBUH C ZaIbHENIIINM OTNIpeie/ieHueM Ha yuéby
u paboTy. KoHeuHO e, B TaKOU TeCHOTe Ji0060¥ cobake, Aaxe
caMo¥ MaJIeHbKOM, MecTa IPOCTO OBl He XBaTHUIIO.

U Bcé-Taku s mpojioiKaja BEIHAIIMBATh CBOIO MEUTY O MPU-
ob6peTeHMH IlleHKa He TOJHKO B IETCTBE U IOHOCTHU, HO YIKe
Y TIOB3POCJIEB.

CTpemsich OGbICTpee HauaTh CBOIO CAMOCTOSITETBHYIO YKU3Hb
Y BBIp@Kas MPOTECT MHOTOYMCIEHHBIM B3POC/IBIM 3aIpeTam
CBOUX Ype3MEPHO CTPOTHX POJUTENEN, 1 OYE€Hb PAHO BHIIILIA
3aMyX U Y)Ke B ZIEBATHA/IIIATE JIET TIepeexaia B OrPOMHYIO 0 TEM
BpeMeHaM TPEXKOMHATHYIO KBapTUPY CBOETO Oy/AyIIero My»a
Caru. TTocKoTbKy BCe TPH C TIOJIOBUHOM T'ofia CBOETo 0UITHAb-
HOT'O 3aMY’KeCTBa 51 COBMeIlasia UCIIOJTHEHUE POJTA MOJIOJOH JKEHBI
¢ yué60ii Ha THEBHOM OT/IeJIEHUH B UHCTUTYTE, HOYHOI paboTOM
B JIETCKOUM MHPEKITMOHHOU OOMLHUIIE M aKTUBHOH O0IIECTBEHHOM
paboTol B yueOHOM 3aBe/IEHUH, TO KaK-TO HE3aMETHO YITyCTHIIa
MOMEHT CBOEro ceMeHHOro kpusuca. Moii kpacaser My ObLI
Ha YeThIpe rojla MeHS cTaplile, BET IPUBBIYHBIH A1 cebs mpasz-
HBI 06pa3 YKMU3HU MOJIOZIOTO XOJIOCTSIKA U COBCEM He COOMpasIcs
€ro MeHSThb B yTO/ly MOUM ITPETEH3UAM U TPeOOBAHUIM.

Pa3Boji c HUM MHe flajicsl 04eHb 60/ie3HEHHO, TOTOMY YTO ObLT
OIIPOTECTOBAH U He BOCIPUHAT Bcephés. CyzebHas mpolieaypa
ITOCJIe BOCBMH MECAIIEB MOET0 YIIPAMOTO OKUAAHUsA cTala AJis
AnexkcaHZpa HEIIPUATHOHN HEOXKUAAHHOCTBIO, IOTOMY UTO OH
OBLT yBEPEH B MO€M OBICTPOI OTXOAYUBOCTH. Ho 3TOTO He CIy-
YMI0Ch. §1 6bUTa HEMPeKJIOHHA BO BpeMs CyZie6HOTO CIIyIIaHuUs,
KoT/la HaM OBbLIN MPe/JIOKEHBI TPU MecsAIla A1 06yMbIBaHUA
OKOHYaTeJIbHOTO pellieHus. [Ipy BEIXOZe U3 3aj1a CyAa BMECTO
MIpeABKYLIaeMOT0 JUKOBAHUA IO Caydaio mobeIHOTO ncxoa
HACTYTIWIO MTOJTHOE AyIIIEBHOE OITyCTOIIeHe. MBI PEIIIN OTMe-
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TUTb Halll CyAeOHBIN Pa3Bo/ TOXOOM B KHHOTEATP Ha IHEBHOM
ceaHc HOBoro pribMa «EguHCcTBeHHaA» ¢ EneHoit [TpoKIoBOH,
Biagmupowm Briconikum u BasepueM 30J10TyXUHBIM, 3aHATHIMUA
B IVTaBHBIX POJIAX. OTOT (1)I/IJIBM OKa3aJjiCd TaKUM KMU3HEHHBbIM
U KOe-4eM TaK ITePEKINKAJICS C Halllel UCTOPUEN, YTO PACCTPOWLT
Hac oboux. [TokazHas 6paBajja 3aKOHYMIIACh CJIe3aMU U ZI0JITO-
BpeMeHHOMU 0/[aBIeHHOCTHIO.

PazbpexaBiivch, Mbl JOTOBOPWINCH O BcTpede B CamImHOMN
KBapTHUpe A JadbHEUIIero MUPHOTO pas/esia UMYIIeCcTBa.
Korzia, CO3BOHMBIINCE, 5 TpUexaja K HeMy ITo37Hel BeCHOH,
OBIBIIINI MY>K OTKPBLT MHE /IBEPb, TIPeObIBasi B paZJOCTHOM BO3-
oyxaeHun. [Toka 51 Jkajna B IPUXOXKEH, OH CyeTUICA B JaibHEl
KOMHAaTe U TIOCTOSTHHO YTO-TO €JIe CJIBIIIHO U Hepa3bopyuBO MPH-
roBapuBai. Hakonery Carra BbIIIes KO MHE HABCTPeYy U, BEIHYB
13-3a TIa3yXu OOJIBIION GeTbIi MYIIHUCTHI KOMOK, TIPOTSHYJI €70
MHe cO cJioBaMu: «Ilo3aB4yepa s MbUICS B BAHHOU U 11O ONTHUOKe
KCIIOJTh30BAJI 3TO BMECTO MOYAJIKH, CUJTbHO HAMBUIHB». He 3Haro,
HACKOJIBKO MPaBAUBLI OBUTH €r0 CJI0BA, HO TIPOTAHYTHIA MHE
TETUTBI KOMOK M3/1aBaJl CIa0bIf )KaIOOHBIN TMTUCK U OKa3aJICs
TporaTeabHbIM HOBOPOXKEHHBIM IIIeHKOM 00I0HKU. [Tozapus
€ro MHe B KaYeCTBe CyBEHHPa-HATIOMUHAHUSA O OBIBIIIEH CYTIPY-
YKECKOM XM3HU, AJleKCcaH/Ip ITPeKpaTHl CO MHOU BCAKOE JINYHOE
ob1meHue. JIUITb U3peZiKa OH U3/IUBaJI CBOIO AYIY 10 TesieOHY,
Habupas HOMep POAUTENbCKOY KBAaPTHPHI, Ky/ia 1 OT HEro Iepe-
exasia B OKUIaHUY pasziesia obIei :Kumiomaan. KpoxoTHbIH
IIeHOK, KOTOPOT'O OH Ha3Bas THIIKOMH, CTasl AJII MeHs HaCTOSAIIUM
yTeleHueM, KOT/a s, IePEXKUBas Pa3Bo/, TIOCTOSHHO IUTaKasIa,
oco3HaBas f06POBOIBHYIO TIOTEPIO CBOETO TOPSYO JIFOOUMOTO
My’Ka, C I3MeHaMH1 KOTOPOI'o He CMOIJIa CMUPUTHCH.

Mexzy Tem Tuika mozijpactaj v paoBajl MeHSA CBOel KOMIIa-
HUeU, yMUJIAS TPOraTeJbHBIM BU/IOM Y TOTOBHOCTBIO MCIIONHATD
KOMaH/IbI, KOTOPBIM OBICTPO HAYYHIICH.

Kak mpaBuio, MajieHbKHe COOauYKU UMEIOT OOBIKHOBEHHE
3ax0UThCSA TPOMKHUM JiaeM, HO THIIIKa cTapasics MeHs He Orop-
YaTh U eaj 3TO JIUIIb SMTU30AUYeCcKH U IO CyIIecTBY. M 4To
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Ecnu 6bl 5 BbINNA COBAKOI

YAUBUTEIBHO, OH 09apoBaJl MO0 MaMy — IIPOTHUBHHUILY JIFO-
6BIX cObOaK, IEMOHCTPUPYSA CBOU KPOTOCTD U JIACKY. PoguTenn
B TO BpeMsI CTJIA )KUTb B O0Jiee MPOCTOPHON TPEXKOMHATHOM
KpyIHOTabapuTHOM KBapTUPeE, TZie Y MeHs ObLTa CBOS OTAeTbHAs
KOMHarTa. fl y»e )Kuja OTAeIbHO OT HUX, HO YacTo Ipuesxana
B TOCTH U OCTaBajach Ha HOYb.

B Havasie sieTa K poAXTeNIAM [IpHeXaay IIOTOCTUTh MOSI cecTpa
Osnbra co cBoel MajJeHbKOH ZIOUKOM, Moel IieMaHHuIer OKca-
Hol. OHM IpuseTeny U3 Janékoro Biagrkaskasa (B ToO BpeMsa
ropoza OpAXKOHUKN/I3€) U OCTAaHOBWIMChH B POAUTEIbCKOM KBap-
tupe. OKcaHe OBUIO TOTZA OKOJIO IecTy jeT. OHa ¢ PaZlOCThIO
MOTAHYIACh K «’KUBOM UTPYILIKe» 1 IOCTOSHHO BO3WIACh Ha IOy
¢ Moeii cobaukoii. [Toxoxke, UM 000UM ZOCTABJIAIIO YOBOJIBCTBHE
WrpaTh U HaXOAWUTHCA B KOMIIAHUU JIPYT Apyra.

Korzia HacTymnso BpeMs Bo3BpallleHHs MOUX poAHbIX Ha Ce-
BepHbIi KaBKas, 6BLIO pelIeHo, 4TO Mara HOBe3€ET Hac BCeX
B adpOIOPT Ha cBoeil MamnHe. [ 3TOro A ocTanach B KBap-
THpe pOoAUTeel U ITPOBeJia HOUb B IPOCTOPHOM CIlajbHe € IBYM:A
KPOBATAMHU, MeK/y KOTOPBIMU OBLIO IIPeJOCTaTOYHO MeCTa,
YTOOBI IIOCTaBUTh TPETHIO. {1 yerach Ha packIayliKe U 6rxe
K IIOJIYHOYH, NIpe/IBapUTEIbHO IOTYJIAB Ha yaulle ¢ TUIIKOM,
MIpHCOeNHIIACh K KOMIIAHUY PACIIOIOXKUBIINXCA Ha HOWIET
Mmame, Onbre u OxcaHe. [Tana oTIpaBwiICA CliaTh paHbllle BCeX
1 y>Ke TIOXpalbIBas B jajbHell KoMHaTe. TUIIKa MOCIIYIIHO YIercs
Ha KOBPUKe 3a [TOPOTOM CITAJbHU B UIMHHOM KOPHUZOPE, TO3TOMY
IIMPOKYIO IBYCTBOPYATYIO IBEPD B HE€ 51 OCTABIJIA OTKPBITOM.

B 1O/IHOM HOYHOM TEMHOTE BCe OBICTPO MOTPY3UIUCH B COH.
HagepHoe, criana s 1eiICTBUTENBHO KPEKO, IIOTOMY YTO TOJBKO
I'POMKUeE Irojioca MaMbl ¥ cecTpbl OJIbTH CyMeTi MeHs IIPOOYAUTb.
{1 oTkpBLIa IMIa3a OT HapacTarolllero xoxora. B Hamell TEMHON
criajbHe MbI BCe OTYETIMBO YCIIbILIAMN IBHOE 'POMKOE YaBKaHbe,
KOTOpOe OBUIO TaKUM 3BOHKHM M CMaYHBIM, YTO 3aCTABUJIO HAC
raZiaTb: 4YTO JKe 3TO TaKoe U OTKyZa AoHOCUTcA. [Ipoucxoaunno
3TO IZle-TO COBCEM PAZOM M IOTOMY 3By4aso O4eHb KOMUYHO.
YaBkaHbe pasziaBajsoch TO CIeBa, TO CIpaBa. 3ByK IepeMelnacs
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ot kpoBaTu OJbI' K MaMe 1 06paTHO. U TOJIBKO KOT/Ia OH TIOC/IBI-
Irajicsi B HEIOCpeACTBEHHOM 6JIM30CTH OT MEHS, s TOHSIA, YTO
5TO IpozenbiBaeT Tulika.

Oxkasanochk, 4TO MajieHbkasgs OKcaHa M0 HAaCTOSHUIO CBOUX
MaMbl ¥ 6a6yIIKY BEIHY/IA M30 PTa )KBavKYy, C KOTOPOH HUKaK
He XOTeJIa paccTaBaThCs, U MMOCYITHO OT/Aaa B PyKU MOl MaMBbl.
Mama 3aBepHy/ia eé B 06EpTKY 13 GOoJbTU U 3a60TIUBO OCTa-
BWIa Ha MOo3epKaTbHUKe TPeJIbsKa, 000eIaB OTAATh YTPOM.
Korzia MBI Bce YCHY/IU, Be3ZecyIuii TUIlIKa 3a1ié B CraJabHIO
U CJIM3HY/I HE3HAKOMOE eMy JIJAaKOMCTBO CO BKyCOM KJIYOHUKH,
KOTOpOE MPUKJIEWTOCH K 3y0aM M HUKaK He OTaumaso. [1pu-
IIJIOCh BKJIIOYUTD CBET U 3aJIeCTh K HEMY B I1aCTh, YTOOBI IOMOYb
130aBUTHCS OT 3aTAHYBIIEr0Cs, Pa3BIeKaIOIIEro BceX Hac, FPOM-
KOT'0 )KeBaHUsA, 00epHYyBILIErocs HelopasyMeHreM. fI pazia Tomy,
YTO BOBPEMS OKasasach PAJOM M YTO 3TO 3aKOHYWIOCH CTOJIh
HEBUHHO U He MPUBEJIO K TParuuecKoi pa3Bs3Ke.

TuIIIKe y)Ke MOIIEN BTOPOH T/, a 1 HUKAK He MOIJIA CBBIKHYTh-
Cs1 C MBICJTBIO, YTO MOH IIEHOK BBIPOC U CTaJI IIPOSIBJIATD MOBAIKU
B3pOCJIOl co6aku. 3HAaKOMBIE OOpaTWIN MOE BHUMAaHUE Ha TO,
YTO, OKA3aBIIMCh Ha YJIUIIE AJIs MPOryaKy, THUIIKa CIIpaBJsieT
HY)KJy He KaK II0JIOKEHO MOJIOOMY KOOesTto, 3aipaB 3aIHIOI0
Jlany, a MpUCa’KUBAaeTCsI Ha KOPTOYKU. §I IT0 CBOeil HAauBHOCTHU
pasyBepsiia TeX, KTO MHe Ha 3TO yKa3bIBaJl, ¥ YIIPSMO TBEPAWIIA,
4TO cOBAKH 3TO /IeJIaloT MMO-pasHoMy. MHe U B TOJIOBY He MPHU-
XO/IWJIO YCOMHUTBCS B TOM, YTO ITOZIaPEHHBIH IIeHOK THIIIKa MOT
OKa3aThbCs ZIEBOYKOM. Jlorasku MOATBEPAWINCH Yepes MOIro/a,
KOT/Ia TTOCJIe IPYKECKOTO 0OIIeHus ¢ cebe MOJ0OHBIM «TOBapU-
[I[eM» — TaKO¥ ke MOPO/bI TUTOMIIEM MOEr0 HOBOT'O 3HAKO-
MOT0 — y MOeli co6aYKy HAMETUINCh CBOU IIeHKU. OTKPBITHE
CTaJI0 HACTOAIMM IITOKOM, HO He OCJIabWIIO IF0OBU U TIPUBSI3aH-
HOCTH K MO€e} caMoi IIepBOii B )KU3HU cobake, KOTOPYIO BCerzaa
6yay BCITOMUHATD ¢ 61aroapHOCTBIO U YIBIOKOI.



[ I WERE:
A DOG



Dedicated
to Varya and Pete



CHAPTER 3

A Piano, Goat, and Dog

Ail, the Black Sea! Every Russian wants to go there in summer
nd strives to be there at the peak of season. Now it’s become
possible to visit the shore of any foreign country (beyond the bor-
ders of the former Soviet Union) within the limits of one’s own bud-
get. But at the end of the seventies in the last century, it was a sort
of tradition and the only opportunity to bask in the hot southern
sun and splash in the clean saltwater of the warm sea for all former
Soviet citizens who were guaranteed a month-long vacation there.

My girlfriend prompted me to accompany her to Crimea on
vacation dikaryom (“as a savage”/ad hoc), the most afford-
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able and widespread way to go on a vacation in the south-
ern coastal cities. Most of the country’s population trav-
eled by train at the time. We did the exact same thing
and spent three nights on the road. While making our
way to our destination, including bus transfers, we conjec-
tured and contemplated exactly where we would end up.
We were both carefree and young and therefore decided not
to have lengthy discussions as to where we would venture
first.

Dozens of local residents were already circling the bus stop
at the Feodosia train station square, brashly offering rooms in
their homes for visitors to spend the night. A woman wearing
a dress offered my girlfriend and me a room for two at ten
rubles a night. The standard student stipend at our institute at
the time was twenty-five rubles per month. Even though I had
been receiving a higher rate for several semesters, I hardly
would have been able to save up sufficient funds for the trip
without my parents’ summer financial aid. We understood
that we were buying a pig in the poke after we agreed to the
offer, and so we decided on staying for only one week, which
we immediately conveyed to the owner.

It was about one kilometer from the house to the sea, but
even that seemed to be good fortune. The living conditions
for the various lodgers were clearly unequal. Someone man-
aged to occupy the first floor of the two-story wooden house.
Someone got up by ladder to the front part of the attic. The
terrace was closed off by curtains and occupied by a family with
children. In our room there were two metal folding cots with
thin mattresses. It turned out that there were fifteen people
staying in the house, not including children. Everyone defi-
nitely felt fortunate not to be left without a roof overhead.
There were very few hotels at the time, especially in small pro-
vincial cities. And only a select few even knew they existed, let
alone their addresses—there was not so much as a hint of the
internet.

82



Ir | were A Do

Despite hearing voices from everywhere and other sounds
from neighboring guest rooms, we somehow managed to fall
asleep and get a little bit of rest for the night.

After having breakfast at a nearby cafe, we headed toward
the beach where we were able to doze off and get a little sun-
burn while lying on wooden chaise-lounge chairs. But the most
important thing was to swim into a frenzy and feel such bliss
at the time that no matter how imperfect the living conditions
were, they could not ruin our joyous mood at the very onset of
our vacation.

After returning from the beach the next day, we decided to
look around the surrounding area. Before leaving, my consider-
ate parents gave me the address of one of mom’s students at the
Novosibirsk conservatory. Every summer she and her husband
visited her parents in Feodosia and spent their vacation in the
small family home. Out of curiosity, we decided to see what the
house looked like and started off to find it. Knowing that the
female student was an upperclassman in the piano department,
it wasn’t that difficult to locate the house by its large awning,
beneath which stood what appeared to be an old black piano.
A long thick rope was tied to one of its legs, and at the other
end—a nice, white nanny goat. She serenely grazed on her
territory, from time-to-time nibbling grass. There was a dark-
grey dog chained to a small hut closer to the front door of the
house. The dog slept next to his house with his nose buried in
the ground. It seemed as though both pets coexisted peacefully
and maintained their boundaries.

We didn’t walk close to the fence so as not to disturb this idyll
or alarm the inhabitants of this extraordinary home.

A piano, goat, and dog—who would have ever thought! It
turned out that Nadia had to practice playing piano every day;
her mom had to milk the goat. And the dog was needed simply
to provide company, as well as to guard the house once vacations
ended, the “dead season” settled in, and the woman remained
at home alone.
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We still spent many days in the resort town of Planerskoe
(now Koktebel’) close to Feodosia. We went to the mountains
and inhaled the fragrance of mixed mountain grasses, having
discovered a country of sky-blue summits and dark blue sea
where Russian bohemians once rested at their dachas. But after
returning home, the very first thing we told everyone about
regarding having made the most vivid impression—namely the
house, where a piano, goat, and dog lived in harmony.



CHAPTER 4

Rigel

ln the distant past of 1980, any particular one-bedroom apartment
in the center of the city was considered to be a prized possession,
insofar as privatization for the sale or purchase of residential real
estate had not yet occurred in the Soviet Union. I lived alone and
so I decorated everything according to my own taste, while paying
quite a bit of attention to the small entryway vestibule. Since I loved
to constantly listen to popular music turned on at high volume,
which I disco-danced to while doing all sorts of household chores,
I decided to substantially upholster the front door of the entryway
for better sound insulation. Now they use lightweight synthetic

85



ELeEnA HuGHES

materials made from bulk plastic everywhere. Back then, the only
thing available was heavy, loose batting. Even winter coats and
furs were lined with batting and a vinyl facing, so it went without
saying that the interior of any door would be layered so as well.

My friend Martin, who lived in a neighboring building, proudly
introduced me to his large, young Reisenschnauzer puppy. He
had specially flown to Germany to get his dog, where this breed
was raised and traded, and where they reluctantly sold to for-
eigners for export. The dog began to grow and gradually adopted
a somewhat frightening appearance due to its size and dynamic
behavior. He was also well-groomed, and everyone stared at his
blackish-blue, flowing, and shiny coat.

It turned out that Martin’s younger brother and his Ukrainian
friend Roma owned two of the very same kind of young puppies.

There can be honest to goodness hot and arid weather at the
height of summer in Novosibirsk. When I met all three of the
beautiful dogs in the courtyard, Martin introduced me to Roma,
Rigel’s master, who outwardly reminded me of my favorite lead
singer from the Polish group The Red Guitars, Seweryn Krajewski.
Roma arrived from Germany and stopped at the two brothers’
apartment along the way. It became clear that the dogs were
not getting along well together because two of them were young
males. Roma and I decided to go up to my apartment to get
a bucket of water for the dogs to drink. My new acquaintance
offered to help me with the heavy bucket and at the same time
satisfy his curiosity with a look inside my apartment.

We quickly filled the bucket with cold tap water and rushed
to the animals who were impatiently waiting for us outside in
the heat.

At the moment when I became acquainted with all of the dogs
and introduced, I considered myself to be almost half-Muscovite,
having spent a long time there on constant business trips. Roma
found out about my frequent absences and pragmatically offered
to look after my apartment at a moderate rate and, understand-
ably so, with the intention of living there with his dog. My only
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condition was that his residency was only temporary and that
he would immediately vacate upon my return.

Having returned to Novosibirsk, I noticed how Rigel had grown
and blossomed and even had the honor of walking him outside
accompanied by his master and noticing the enthusiastic glances
of passersby.

This dog, pampered by universal attention, turned out to be
wayward and jealous. Whenever we took him for a walk on leash,
Rigel invariably crossed over from his master’s right side to the
other and stood between us.

It only took one time when we left home without him, to go
to the movie theater together, when Rigel immediately displayed
a dog’s jealousy. When I returned, I opened the door to my apart-
ment (there was simply no need for keys in the presence of such
a breed of dog, which is why they are used in Germany as police
dogs as well as guard dogs in hotel basements and other admin-
istrative buildings) and turned my attention to the utter silence.
Rigel was nowhere to be seen—for some reason he didn’t rush
to joyfully greet us, even though he regularly did this when we
entered the apartment separately.

We stepped into the vestibule and were stunned—the entire
interior of the door had been barbarically gnawed. Pieces of the
batting were mercilessly torn to shreds and strewn throughout
the entire apartment and especially in the kitchen, where the
sight of a menacing dog with a truly vicious look was frantically
chewing on big chunks of the batting. It wasn’t safe to approach
the angry animal, and so we peacefully retreated for the time
being, patiently awaiting the end of this bacchanalia.

Such was the revenge of a jealous dog, which afterward ceased
to be my favorite breed.

Already after two months, driven by work-related circum-
stances, I moved to Moscow and was forced to relinquish my
apartment with a large black piano and bicycle on the balcony to
the city administration, since there was no possibility of selling it.



fl xuBy B AnekcaHapuu, wrate Bupmxunua.
CBoto NepByio MONOBMHY X13HU A NpoBena B Poc
cuu, a BTopyio — B Amepuke.

fl nonyuuna Bbicwee o6pasoBaHue B 06na-
CTU SKOHOMUKM, MeANLNHBI U UWHOCTPAHHbIX
A3bIkoB B Poccun. Musa B AMepuke, A npoaon-
alo U3yyaTb UHOCTPaHHbIE A3bIKN U Pa3BMBaTb
CNoco6HOCTM B pa3Hbix HanpaBneHusx. fl npeno-
[laBana pyccKkuii A3blK U KyNbTypHble TpaanuLmm
CTyAeHTaM-AUNNOMaTaM, KOTOpble HanpaBna-
NUCb Ha Y0y B GbiBLLNE COBETCKME pecny6-
nukn. fl TaKxe 3aHMManacb YCTHbIMM U NNCb-
MeHHbIMM nepeBofamu. MHe HpaBUTCA YacTo
nyTewwecTBoBaThb No EBpone,
yTo6bl MOANUTBLIBATHLCA
KYNbTYpoil U 3HAKOMUTbCA
CHOBbIMU MHTEPECHBIMU Me-
cTamu. Urpa Ha my3blKanb-
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HbIX MIHCTPYMEHTaX, PUCOBaHMUE U NUCbMEHHoe
TBOPYECTBO — 3TO JIULIb HEKOTOpblE U3 MOUX
3aHATUI, KOTOPbIMY A CeiiYac yBNeKaloCb.
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interesting places. Playing
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Ilove dogs, but most of all people. Pets enrich
our everyday life in their own way and fill a deficit
of attention and affection among those in need.

These stories are intended not only for dog
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es. Since | continue to teach from time to time,
I combined this collection of stories in a bilingual
version.
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